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I. MICAH WITHAM’S CALLING 

For quite some time I, have had a burden for people who have walked away from church and religion 
based on their perceptions and experiences and who in doing so, inadvertently walked away from 
Jesus who is actually offering what they are looking for.  I find this tragic and heartbreaking.  It makes 
me pound the table and it engages my passions and energy because I believe in the life changing, 
transforming nature of Jesus and His work on the cross.  I want more than anything for my life to be 
spent partnered with God’s Spirit awakening people’s hearts to the God who made them, loves them, 
and offers redemption to them.  This will be the essence of Awaken, and will always be at the center 
of what we do.   
 
It’s my desire to lead a community of people who do not fit into the traditional models and categories 
of church that many from my generation and within post-modern culture have walked away from.  In 
this way we will intentionally be a MISSIONAL community, focusing on the TRANSFORMATION of 
whole people by the gospel of Jesus as we DEMONSTRATE the love of Christ in and through acts of 
service and sacrifice in our community, all the while ANNOUNCING the way of Jesus and becoming 
awake to what God is doing in the world. 
 

In concert with questions about the “redemptive potential” of the Soulstice Community, which I have 

pastored for two and a half years, God has been at work in my heart, bringing to the surface a desire 

and calling to plant a church near the St. Paul area.  We believe God has more in store for the type of 

ministry Soulstice has sought to have.  Berean’s Elders and Pastors along with the Church Planting 

Assessment Center Laura and I attended in April of 2009, have affirmed this call. We believe, for such 

a time as this, in order to reach its full redemptive potential, it is time for Soulstice to step out in faith 

and become its own community.   

 



 AWAKEN COVENANT COMMUNITY 2010 

II. WHY IS MICAH PLANTING A CHURCH? 

1.  Transformation & Life Change 

Micah wants to see people’s lives transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Historically and currently, 

the majority of new growth and new commitments to Jesus is happening in the context of church 

plants across the country.  The nature of a church plant, the freshness, the newness, and momentum 

that it carries overcomes some of the barriers that established churches carry for many people in our 

culture.  

 

2.  Obedience and Investment of gifts  

Micah has said, “At the end of my life, I want to hear from God that He is pleased with me and the way 

I invest the gifts and passions He created in me.”  From so many different people and circumstances, 

the question of church planting has come up and whether it would be a good fit for Micah.  As he 

began to explore this option, it became clear to him that not only does he have the skill set and gift 

mix to do church planting, but more importantly, God has been involved in the process.  He has been 

engaging Micah’s heart and calling he and Laura into this adventure.   

” I want to be obedient to God’s call in my life, and invest the gifts and skills God has given me 

in order to maximize their return in God’s kingdom.” 

                                                                               ~Micah Witham 

 

3.  Geographic Location/Time/Context 

Soulstice has existed within the structure and setting of Berean for over six years.  Micah and the 

Soulstice community are grateful to Berean on so many different levels.  Berean has been a gracious 

environment for Soulstice to get its start.  However, there has never been a healthy desperation to 

grow at Soulstice.  This reality coupled with a desire to be closer to an urban context rather than 

suburban context, and a desire to meet on Sunday mornings rather than Sunday evenings, is moving 

the leadership of Berean and the community of Soulstice to take a step in a new direction. 
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III. WHY CHURCH PLANTING & WHY AN EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH? 

1.  Berean’s History of Church planting  

Berean has a rich history of planting churches and partnering with church plants recognizing that the 

reproduction of healthy churches is at the heart of the great commission of Jesus, “Go and make 

disciples.”   Church planting is thoroughly biblical and has historically been a strategy of Berean to 

accomplish the Great Commission.  

2.  God’s work in Micah’s heart  

Pastor Roger Thompson, Art Morrow, the Elders and Micah have been in conversation and prayer to 

discern the Spirit’s movement and calling in Micah’s heart and life.  In April 2009, Micah and Laura 

attended a Covenant church planting assessment.  The Covenant Assessment team gave Micah and 

Laura their highest recommendation for church planting.  Subsequently, the Elder board affirms both 

Micah’s gifting and his calling.  As in the Antioch church of Acts 13, this is a major step of faith for both 

the Withams and for Berean.  This has been an exercise in following God’s leading. 

3.  Strategic Kingdom Partnership 

Why is Berean planting an Evangelical Covenant church and not a BGC/Converge Worldwide church?  

Our highest allegiance is to the Kingdom of God before any denomination.  This is an opportunity for 

Berean to enter a partnership that is about the advancement of the Kingdom of God.  This is Berean’s 

common practice with many of our Global Outreach partners who are deployed under various sending 

agencies other than our own Converge Worldwide banner.  The Evangelical Covenant and the BGC are 

very closely aligned both theologically and historically.  Both denominations find their roots in the 

Swedish pietistic movement of the late 1800’s.  Many church planters around the country and the globe 

are coming to the Covenant for their expertise and success in the area of church planting. They are 

leading the Evangelical church movement in church planting and are seeing incredible new growth 

because of their process and continued support to planters along the way.   

4.  Berean is committed to reaching all generations 

Berean and its leadership are passionate and committed to evangelize and disciple each emerging 

generation.  Berean will be redeploying resources and energy via a different strategy through this 

church plant, the Venue, and through new initiatives within the church in order to advance a multi-

generational and vibrant outreach.  Statistics and scholars show that church planting has shown itself 

to be the most fruitful method of evangelism and new believer growth as any strategy a church can 

employ.   
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IV. WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 

This news will be announced on May 16 to Soulstice and May 23 to the body of Berean.  Soulstice will 

continue to meet through the month of June and its members will be invited to seek God as families 

and individuals to determine if God is calling them to join Micah and his team to launch this new 

community.  Beginning in July, Soulstice will no longer meet on Sunday nights and those who do not 

feel called to join Micah are encouraged to connect with Berean on Sunday mornings through the 9am, 

10:30am or Venue services.   

The new community will be named Awaken, from Ephesians 5 and will seek to be a people awakened 

to God through Christ, demonstrating and announcing the way of Jesus in the world.  Awaken will 

worship on Sunday mornings.  

Awaken will seek to put down roots in the Cherokee Heights, Prospect Park, Mendota Heights, and W. 

St. Paul neighborhoods that lie along the southern edge of the Mississippi River.  We intend to be 

active and engaged in the life of this community including civic and cultural events.  It is the hope and 

prayer of Micah and Laura that they would be able to relocate their family from Richfield to Cherokee 

Heights in the next 6-12 months.  Recently the buying of selling of homes has been difficult for many.  

Please pray for Micah and Laura regarding this challenge.       

V. WHO WE SEEK TO REACH 

• Those who are far from God 

• Young families/professionals/students 

• Those who are de-churched or disenfranchised with traditional church/religion 

• Those outside the conservative, traditional, and evangelical categories 

• Educated, academic, unconventional urban dwellers, and “cultural creatives”1 

• Those interested in working for justice, hope, and change in our communities  

The footprints of these “cultural creatives” can be found all over the urban landscape near St. Paul 

through independently owned coffee shops and restaurants, locally owned and grown products, yoga 

clubs, spiritual bookstores, universities, art galleries, music venues, and non-profit orginizations.  Based 

on our research and demographic studies, it’s our belief that a vibrant, missional, evangelical 

expression of the church is needed in the area where we seek to plant. By God’s grace and Micah’s 

leadership, Awaken will become just that. 

                                                           
1
 Sociologist Paul H. Ray and psychologist Sherry Ruth Anderson have done research and written a book and coined the 

phrase “cultural creatives”.  They are not bound by race, gender, or age but by a common set of values or “psychographic”.  

They desire authenticity, realize the importance of story as it relates to Truth, are experiential, appreciate art, culture, 

community, and “local”, and they desire a holistic approach to life and faith. 
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VI. WHERE WILL WE MEET? 

Currently, negotiations are underway to secure a location at the intersection of 35E and Hwy 13 in 

Lilydale.  The Joke Joint Comedy Club has refurbished what was the Diamond Jim Supper Club and is 

open to renting the theatre to Awaken on Sunday mornings. 

 

VII. SCHEDULE 

 Phase 1: Launch Team Gathering  

¶ Time Frame: July-September 

¶ Target: Current Soulstice community, and personal networks of friends and families. 

¶ Goal: 75 attendees 

¶ Purpose: Cast vision for plant, recruit and invite new people to join Launch Team through 

networks and evangelism and begin to identify, recruit, and train ministry team leaders and 

servants, prayer team members, and core team members.   

¶ Gathering Events 

o Weekly meetings with Launch Team (in parks, homes, and public spaces). 

o Purpose: Teach mission and values of Awaken, personal and spiritual growth of Launch 

Team and families, cohesion and vision harmony, seek God for specific points of 

engagement with community around us, and pray.  

 Phase 2: Preview Services 

¶ Time Frame: October-December 

o October 10, November 7, December 5, Christmas Eve 

¶ Target: Launch team members, friends, relatives, and neighbors.  

¶ Goal: 100 attendees 

¶ Purpose: Continue to cast vision, give Launch Team a “look and feel” of Sunday worship 

gatherings, begin to function in our ministry teams, and work with ministry team leaders to 

develop, recruit, train team members, tweak and fine tune with each preview service. 

¶ Continue Gathering Events between preview services for training, ministry team development, 

discipleship, and prayer.  
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 Phase 3: Preparatory Worship 

¶ Time Frame: January-March 

¶ Target: Neighbors, community members, people far from God, “cultural creatives” and de-

churched people we meet in coffee shops, bars, restaurants, clubs, and local establishments. 

¶ Goal: 125 attendees 

¶ Purpose: Weekly worship together to continue to fine tune our weekly rhythms and systems to 

pull off a worship gathering every week.   

 Phase 4: Grand Opening  

¶ Time Frame: Easter 2011 

¶ Target: Surrounding community via web, direct mail, and marketing campaign to get the word 

about Awaken. 

¶ Goal 150 attendees 

¶ Purpose: To use a critical “outreach day” in the church calendar along with a concerted effort in 

marketing and word of mouth to maximize momentum and excitement about the birth of this 

new community of Jesus followers called Awaken. 

 

VIII. BUDGET 

The process of planting within the Evangelical Covenant includes a three year financial commitment 

from three different funding sources.  

¶ Total = $150,000 over three years 

o $50,000 from Evangelical Covenant (EC) Denominational Headquarters in Chicago, IL. 

o $50,000 from EC’s Northwest Conference Church Planting Dept. in Minneapolis. 

o $50,000 cumulative over three years from Berean. 

¶ Any additional funds raised by the church planter, along with tithes and offerings of Launch 

Team, make up the monetary resources of Awaken for the first three years.  This would 

include the church planter’s salary, rental needs, part-time staff, and program/missional budget. 

¶ All accounting, legal non-profit needs, and tithes/offering/giving is handled through the 

Northwest Conference Dept. of Church Planting for first three years.  

 

IX. ONGOING RELATIONSHIP/ACCOUNTABILITY 

¶ Micah will provide quarterly reports to the Elders at Berean.  

¶ All individuals and families interested in getting updates from Awaken, including prayer 

requests and needs, are encouraged to fill out the response card available at Berean and note 
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this desire.  Responses will be entered into the email distribution list and receive Awaken 

communication via email/web. 

¶ While Micah will retain a relationship with Pastor Roger and the Elders, Mike Brown, the Director 

of Church Planting for the Northwest Conference, will act as Micah’s direct supervisor, coach, 

and mentor. 

 

X. HOW CAN I BE INVOLVED? 

1. Financial Support_ If you would like to support Awaken through a one-time gift or an 

ongoing contribution, you can do so by following the directions on the response cards or through 

our website at www.awakencommunity.com.   

2. Prayer Team_If you have a passion and gift for intercessory prayer, Awaken is assembling a 

team of people committed to supporting this new community through intentional prayer.  This is a 

one year commitment, renewable annually.  You will receive updates via email from Micah and his 

team regarding the prayer needs of Awaken.   

3. Launch Team_Being a part of the Launch Team means three things: 

¶ Awaken is the community you or your family is committed to worshipping with. 

¶ You support Awaken with your resources/tithe. 

¶ You identify your area(s) of gifting and passion and serve on a ministry team.  

4. Core Team_Being a part of the Core Team means: 

¶ Awaken is the community you or your family is committed to worshipping with. 

¶ You support Awaken with your resources/tithe. 

¶ You commit to monthly Core Team meetings  

¶ You function as a Ministry Team Leader which includes recruiting, training, deploying 

and encouraging those on your Ministry Team.  

5. Pastoral Advisory Team_This team is selected by Micah to serve as mentors, coaches, 

encouragers, and advisors in the leading of Awaken.  (4-6 members) 

 

 

 

http://www.awakencommunity.com/

